In order to inform planning for and discussions at the 2015 Group for Learning in Art & Design (GLAD) Conference, which celebrated the 25 th anniversary of the group, I compiled a brief chronological account of key events in that period. This is an edited version of the original, which is offered as an aide memoir about the recent history of UK art and design higher education (HE). I recognize that educational policy is not uniform across Northern Ireland, England, Scotland and Wales, for example, in relation to student tution fees, which are not charged in Scotland. However, for the purposes of clarity this article uses the term UK to point to general policy positions that relate to some or all of the UK.
-2014:
1988 -'On Not Sitting With Nellie", a seminal publication, was drafted by a group of people who were part of the Council for National Academic Awards (CNAA) and the Council for Higher Education Art & Design (CHEAD) Steering Group for Teaching and Learning. Those individuals became founding members of the Group for Learning in Art & Design. The paper evolved from a presentation by Cal Swann, which he had previously given at a CHEAD meeting, in which he argued the need to reconsider the then 'sitting with Nellie' one-to-one approach to teaching in art & design, in the context of increasing student numbers and reductions in staffing. See www.gladhe.org.uk/conferences, for the paper and GLAD Times on the same site which offers a history of the group since 1988. The 2007 GLAD Residential Conference was held at Cambridge University which resulted in the book, 'The student experience in art and design higher education: drivers for change' edited by Linda Drew, and published by Jill Rogers Associates, Cambridge, in 2008, which included a set of papers written by participants at the event. 
-the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), Universities UK and Standing Council of Principals (SCOP) recommended the establishment of a single body responsible for standards in teaching in HE. In response the ILTHE, the Learning & Teaching Support Network (LTSN) and the National Coordination Team for Teaching Quality Enhancement and Funding were merged to form the Higher Education Academy (HEA).

-HEFCE introduced the Destinations of Leavers from Higher Education survey (DLHE) a statistical survey which aims to contact UK and European Union (EU) domiciled graduates from HE courses 6 months after graduation to establish the
-The first Complete University Guide compiled by Mayfield University Consultants was initially published in The Daily
-the last RAE, which is then replaced by the Research Excellence Framework (REF).
2009 -GLAD Conference -Dialogues in Art & Design: promoting and sharing excellence, which showcased the work of the Centres of Excellence in Teaching and Learning, in art and design was held at York St John University. Over the last 25 years UK HE has faced challenges of increased accountability and transparency. Some commentators have argued that these challenges, alongside the massification of HE and the introduction of student tution fees, have led to increasing consumer awareness on the part of parents and students, and the increasing commodification of university education. The use of published metrics in the form of the NSS, DLHE, the establishment of university league tables, KIS, the RAE and REF, has arguably shifted HE from being a self and peer regulated sector, to a centrally assessed one. 
-the higher threshold for tution fees was
